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Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955, 
in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

The  general  health  of  the  town  was  good  throughout  the  year  and  the 
weekly  returns  of  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  for  new  claims  for 
benefit  were  average  for  the  district. 

Infectious  disease  was  minimal  but  a  small  epidemic  of  measles  did  occur 
during  the  summer  holiday  season. 

There  was  a  slight  fall  in  the  number  of  births  to  60  giving  a  birth  rate 
for  the  town  4  points  below  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  The 
number  of  deaths  in  the  town  showed  a  slight  increase  on  the  previous  year 
but  the  corrected  death  rate  compares  favourably  with  that  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  population  of  the  town  remains  static. 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  town  are  set  out  in  the  accompanying  tables. 


SECTION  ‘A’ 


General  Statistics 


Area  (statute  acres) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2,098 

Population — 1931  Census  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5,130 

Population — 1951  Census  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5,889 

Estimated  Home  Population — 

-mid- 1955... 

6,220 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1,966 

Rateable  Value 

...  ... 

/49,128 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

•  •  •  ... 

~  ^197 

Loan  Debt  ... 

... 

^546,002 

Vital  Statistics 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

26 

34 

60 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

26 

33 

Illegitimate 

1 

England 

and  Wales 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

... 

9.6 

15.0 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

... 

11.1 

Still  Births  ... 

... 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

16.4 

23.1 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths 

57 

59 

116 

England 
and  Wales 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

18.6 

11.7 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

11.6 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality 

— • 

0.64 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ... 

3 

Infant  Mortality 

50.0 

24.9 

Year  Population  Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1946  6,015 

12.9 

14.9 

1947  5,974 

16.6 

14.2 

1948  6,100 

11.9 

15.9 

1949  6,150 

11.0 

14.6 

1950  6,140 

10.1 

12.1 

1951  6,181 

10.2 

13.4 

1952  6,077 

13.0 

15.8 

1953  6,173 

14.6 

16.7 

1954  6,220 

11.3 

16.1 

1955  6,220 

9.6 

18.6 

3 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: 


Infectious  Causes : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

General  Causes: 

Cerebral  vascular  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Coronary  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Arteriosclerosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Gastric  ulcer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gastritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Disease  of  the  prostate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accidental  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Infants  under  1  year: 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hirschsprungs  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  ...  116 


Age  of  Death  Table 


Age  at  Death: 
Infants  under 


1-  5 

years 

5-15 

99 

15-25 

99 

25-35 

99 

35-45 

99 

45-55 

99 

55-65 

99 

65-75 

99 

75  and  over 

1  year 


Male 

1 


1 

1 

6 

19 

29 


Female 

2 


3 

3 

6 

7 

38 


Totals  ...  ...  57  59 


SECTION  ‘B’ 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

The  general  health  services  continued  to  run  smoothly  and  there  was  a 
close  liaison  between  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  doctors  practising 
in  the  town.  This  close  association  is  very  much  in  the  public  interest  as 
matters  can  be  dealt  with  immediately  on  a  personal  basis. 

Welfare  Foods.  The  W.Y.S.  continued  to  give  most  valuable  assistance 
in  distributing  these  foods  to  the  general  public. 

Maternity  Accommodation.  During  the  year  185  babies  were  born  at  the 
Tavistock  Maternity  Home  as  follows: — 

Tavistock  Urban  District  ...  ...  ...  36 

Tavistock  Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  104 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 
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Dr.  Budding,  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  has  submitted  the 
following  brief  report  of  her  work  during  the  year: — 

“The  clinic  at  Tavistock,  on  Fridays,  caters  for  school  children  and 
under-fives  in  Tavistock,  and  also  for  a  number  of  those  living  in  the 
outlying  rural  area.  In  addition  to  the  routine  work  of  advising,  pre¬ 
ventive  inoculations,  weighing,  etc..,  the  eye  specialist  visits  monthly 
and  a  speech  therapist  visits  weekly. 

The  total  number  of  infants  and  toddlers  who  attended  during  1955 
was  166,  including  81  who  attended  for  the  first  time,  i.e.  “new”  babies. 
There  was  an  average  attendance  of  32  per  clinic  and  average  of  10  visits 
per  child.  Some  attend  regularly  week  by  week  (particularly  during  the 
first  12-18  months),  others  come  for  an  odd  routine  check-up,  others  for 
immunisation,  etc.,  and  others  seeking  treatment.  These  latter  are  usually 
referred  back  to  their  own  doctors  if  necessary.  Included  in  the  81  above 
were  7  premature  infants,  i.e.  under  5^  lbs.  birth  weight,  who  were  given 
routine  treatment  with  iron,  etc.  During  the  year  there  were  31  babies 
vaccinated  against  smallpox  and  50  immunised  against  diphtheria  for  the 
first  time. 

The  health  of  the  school  children  remains  good,  also  their  cleanliness. 
Five  children  were  sent  to  a  convalescent  home  for  three  months  each, 
three  were  given  home  teaching  (one  orthopaedic  case,  one  epileptic  and 
one  with  muscular  disease),  and  four  were  sent  to  special  schools.  The 
latter  included  three  to  school  for  backward  children  and  one  to  school 
for  the  physically  handicapped.  During  the  year  134  were  given  their 
diphtheria  immunisation  booster  doses.  Inspection  of  teeth  and  testing 
of  eyes  of  all  children  was  carried  out. 

It  is  hoped  that  1956  will  see  a  start  made  on  new  clinic  premises 
which  are  badly  needed  and  will  help  to  integrate  the  work  at  present 
carried  out  in  different  premises  on  different  days  by  sometimes  different 
persons,  e.g.  doctors,  dentist,  health  visitor,  speech  therapist  and  mental 
health  workers.” 


SECTION  ‘C’ 

Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  Area 

Water  Supply 

Sufficiency .  Owing  to  the  exceptional  weather  during  the  summer  months, 
it  was  necessary  to  augment  the  normal  supply  from  the  recently  completed 
scheme  at  Wilminstone  Quarry.  Even  so  it  was  necessary  to  introduce  minor 
restrictions  from  time  to  time  which  did  not  greatly  inconvenience  consumers. 
Without  this  extra  supply  the  water  position  would  have  been  extremely  acute. 

Re-organisation  Scheme.  The  laying  of  the  new  main  from  Pixon  Lane  to 
Callington  Road  has  been  completed  and  has  resulted  in  a  greatly  increased 
continuous  pressure  of  supply  at  the  higher  levels  of  the  town. 

A  new  length  of  main  has  also  been  laid  to  replace  the  old  main  from  the 
Whitchurch  Down  reservoir  across  the  Down  to  the  top  of  Chollacott  Lane. 

Upon  completion  of  these  two  mains,  the  new  treatment  plant  at  Kil- 
worthy  has  been  put  into  operation  and  all  supplies  are  now  chlorinated  and 
de-chlorinated  at  this  plant.  This  should  now  result  in  a  constant  purity  of 
domestic  supplies. 

Quality.  Routine  samples  from  the  Kilworthy  and  Sandy  Park  distribution 
mains  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labor¬ 
atory  at  Plymouth. 

A  total  of  59  samples  was  taken  and  the  reports  show  that  51  were 
Grade  I,  2  were  Grade  II,  3  were  Grade  III,  and  3  were  Grade  IV. 

14  samples  of  the  raw  water  were  also  taken  from  the  two  sources  and 
the  reports  show  that  10  were  of  excellent  purity  whilst  4  showed  evidence 
of  pollution. 
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A  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  raw  water  is  always  evidenced  during 
heavy  rain  after  a  long  dry  period,  and  simply  emphasises  the  need  for  con¬ 
tinual  chlorination. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  a  chemical  examination  of  a  sample  of  the 
Kilworthy  supply  taken  on  7tli  July,  1955: — 


Chlorine  present  as  Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.1 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrites  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.06 

Phosphates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  slight  trace 

Sulphates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  Hardness  equivalent  to  Calcium  Carbonate  ...  ...  4.0 

Temporary  Hardness  (annulled  by  boiling)  ...  ...  2.2 

Permanent  Hardness  (not  altered  by  boiling)  ...  ...  1.8 

Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0020 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27°C  ...  ...  ...  0.015 

Oxygen  absorbed  immediately  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Lead  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Copper  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.4 

Zinc  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Iron  in  solution  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Iron  in  sedimentary  form  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Manganese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Total  Solid  Constituents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.0 

Organic  Matter  observed  in  igniting  the  Solid  Constituents  slight  trace 


Hydrogen  Ion  Concentration  equivalent  to  pH  ...  ...  6.2 


Supply  from  piped  w,ains.  The  great  majority  of  dwellings  in  the  Urban 
area  have  an  internal  piped  supply.  A  few,  mainly  cottages  in  the  older  part 
of  the  town,  continue  to  use  taps  in  the  rear  yards. 

Sewage  Disposal 

The  disposal  plants  at  Crownclale  and  Whitchurch  continued  to  deal 
effectively  throughout  the  year. 

Samples  of  the  effluent  together  with  the  river  water  above  and  below 
the  discharge  point  were  taken  and  proved  satisfactory. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

A  system  of  weekly  collection  of  domestic  and  trade  refuse  has  continued 
to  operate  throughout  the  whole  of  the  area. 

The  present  area  used  for  tipping  at  Crowndale  has  now  been  filled  and 
the  surface  area  has  been  levelled  and  covered.  The  sides  are  in  the  process 
of  covering  and  this  will  be  completed  as  suitable  materials  come  to  hand. 

A  new  access  has  been  made  to  the  side  of  the  old  tipping  area  and  a 
start  has  been  made  on  a  properly  controlled  method  of  tipping. 

Rodent  infestation  control  of  the  tip  has  been  carried  out  regularly. 

Swimming  Bath 

The  open  air  swimming  bath  owned  by  the  Councd  was  well  patronised 
during  the  season.  The  usual  arrangements  enabling  the  use  of  the  bath  by 
organised  parties  of  children  from  the  local  schools  operated. 

Routine  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  bath  during  the  season 
and  the  reports  were  satisfactory. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with 
routine  work  in  addition  to  the  work  itemised  under  the  various  sections : — 


Drain  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Rodent  control  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Housing  applications  ...  ...  ...  35 

Housing  management ...  ...  ...  ...  462 

Sanitary  defects  and  complaints  ...  ...  46 

Pet  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Crowndale  Sewage  Works  and  Tip...  ...  27 

Housing  survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  197 

Council  house  survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Improvement  grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sewage  works  effluent  and  river  samples  ...  5 

Swimming  Bath  samples  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pig  Styes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Special  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 


1.  Inspections 


Premises 

(*) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(ii) 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(iii) 

Written 

Notices 

(iv) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(v) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

9 

11 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
local  Authority 

57 

48 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

4 

8 

Total 

70 

67 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Particulars 

(0 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

(vi) 

Found 

(ii) 

Remedied 

(Hi) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(iv) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(v) 

Want  of 
Cleanliness  ... 

- 

— 

— 

~ 

— 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors 

_ _ 

. _ . 

Sanitary 
Conveniences : 
(a)  Insufficient 

, _ . 

_ 

r  . 

„ . 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or 

defective 

. _ . 

( c )  Not  separ¬ 
ate  for 
sexes 

_ 

, 

__ 

Other  offences 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

Sjj 

.  — 

— 

Weather 

The  Meteorologist  supplied  the  following  statistics  for  the  year: — 

Height  of  Meteorological  Station — 457  feet  above  sea  level. 
Latitude — 50.33  1ST;  Longitude — 4.10  W. 

The  total  rainfall  was  44.91  inches  (1954 — 58.11  inches). 

The  average  amount  of  rain  is  48.58  inches. 

The  total  number  of  wet  days  was  153. 

Lowest  Dry  Bulb  Temperature  was  28.0  on  18th  February. 

Highest  Dry  Bulb  Temperature  was  75.5  on  21st  and  24th  August. 
Lowest  on  Grass — 43.0  on  20th  February. 
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No.  of 

A verage 

Month 

Rainfall 

Rainfall 

wet 

temp,  per 

Notes 

1955 

1954 

days 

dry  hulh 

January  ... 

5.69 

2.26 

21 

40.7 

2  in.  snow  on  4th. 

February  ... 

3.92 

5.79 

19 

36.6 

9  days  with  snow. 

March 

1.81 

4.95 

7 

40.1 

Slight  snow  on 

6th,  7th  and  9th. 

April 

1.99 

0.55 

13 

50.2 

14  bright  days. 

May . 

5.69 

4.98 

17 

51.5 

Hail  on  14th  and 

15th. 

June 

3.04 

4.20 

11 

57.8 

A  dull  month. 

July . 

2.37 

4.42 

4 

65.6 

Thunder  on  12th, 

17th  and  18th. 

August 

0.76 

5.38 

4 

67.3 

A  bright  month. 

September... 

2.80 

5.82 

14 

58.0 

A  bright  month. 

October  . . . 

3.08 

5.40 

10 

51.3 

White  frost  16th, 

18th  and  29th. 

November... 

6.18 

9  .84 

10 

46.2 

Ice  on  30th. 

December... 

7.58 

4.52 

23 

46.5 

Wet. 

44.91  in. 

58.11 

in.  153 

SECTION 

‘D’ 

Housing 

During  the  year  5  two-bedroom  Council  dwellings  were  completed  and 
occupied  on  the  Greenlands  Estate,  making  a  total  of  241  since  building 
recommenced  in  1946. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  14  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise 
and  occupied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  on  the  register  at  31st 
December,  1955,  was  156.  Of  these,  68  applicants  were  resident  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  rural  area.  The  following  list  indicates  the  different  types  of  accom¬ 
modation  required  by  the  applicants: — 


Applicants 


Single  bedroom  requirements  50 

Two  bedroom  requirements  71 

Three  bedroom  requirements  29 

Four  bedroom  requirements  6 


Total  ...  156 


Three  Council  house  tenants  availed  themselves  of  the  Council’s  offer  to 
allow  them  to  purchase  the  premises  they  occupied  comprising:— 

1 —  3  bedroomed  house  at  Whitham  Park. 

2 —  3  bedroomed  houses  at  Crelake  Park. 

The  greater  demand  is  for  houses  on  the  Whitham  and  Crelake  Estates 
as  these,  at  the  price  demanded,  are  a  very  attractive  purchase  compared 
with  the  high  purchase  cost  of  a  post-war  house.  Several  tenants  on  other 
estates  have  requested  a  transfer  to  Crelake  or  Whitham  as  vacancies  arise 
with  a  view  to  purchase,  so  there  is  in  effect  a  waiting  list  of  prospective 
purchasers. 
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At  the  31st  December,  1955,  the  Council  controlled  the  following  Council 


properties : — 

4  bedroom  houses  (all  built  prior  to  1946)  ...  ...  ...  4 

3  bedroom  houses  (116  pre-1946  and  117  post-1946  =  233, 

less  17  sold  to  occupiers)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  216 

2  bedroom  houses  (24  pre-1946  and  71  post-1946  =  95,  less  3 

sold  to  occupiers)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

2  bedroom  old  persons’  bungalows — all  post- 1946  ...  ...  12 

Single  bedroom  maisonettes — all  post- 1946  ...  ...  ...  34 

2  bedroom  maisonettes — all  post- 1946  .. .  ...  ...  ...  3 

2  bedroom  bungalows — all  post- 1946  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Total  ...  365 

The  Council  have  now  released  all  their  premises  held  under  requisition. 


SECTION  ‘E’ 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk 

Only  two  premises  in  the  Urban  area  are  registered  by  the  Council  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949.  14  visits  were  made  during  the  year 
to  these  premises  and  on  no  occasion  was  formal  action  under  the  Regulations 
found  to  be  necessary. 

Regular  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  all  retailers  and  the  following 


table  shows  the  number  taken  and  the  results  obtained: 

— 

Type  of  M ilk 

Number  of  samples 

Passed 

F  ailed 

Pasteurised 

10 

10 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

7 

4 

3 

Ungraded 

5 

4 

1 

Pasteurised  (School) 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

23 

19 

4 

Ice  Cream 

— 

— 

— 

25  premises  are  registered  under  the  Regulations  for  the  sale  and  storage 
only  of  ice  cream. 

All  the  above  premises  were  regularly  inspected  and  a  total  of  17  samples 
was  taken  during  the  year  with  the  following  results : — - 

Grade  I  ...  16  samples 

Grade  III  ...  1  sample. 

Other  Food  Premises 

Regular  inspections  of  all  food  premises  in  the  town  were  made.  The 
personal  contact  thus  maintained  between  your  Officers  and  the  food  retailing 
staffs  throughout  the  town  was  to  the  advantage  of  all  concerned.  Wherever 
necessary,  advice  has  been  given  and  the  fullest  co-operation  invariably 
obtained. 

The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in  the  town  is  as  follows: — 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

General  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

General  Stores  (Wholesalers)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sweet  Confectionery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Butchers  Shops  and  Stalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  (Wholesalers)  ...  1 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages  and  preserved  foods  — 9. 

68  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  were  made  during  the  year 
and  no  formal  action  under  the  Act  was  found  to  be  necessary. 

No  educational  activity  was  organised  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  food  handling  and  preparation,  and  no  Clean  Food  Guild  was  in  operation. 

All  condemned  food  (other  than  meat  and  offal  from  the  abattoir)  is 
collected  and  disposed  of  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tip. 

No  special  examination  of  a  particular  stock  or  consignment  of  food 
was  found  to  be  necesasry. 


Meat  Inspection 

Meat  inspection  has  been  fully  carried  out  by  your  Inspector  at  the 
abattoir  during  the  year.  15,542  carcases  were  dealt  with,  an  increase  of 
339  over  the  preceding  year,  involving  455  visits  to  the  abattoir. 

Details  of  the  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected  and  the  carcases, 
parts  or  organs,  condemned,  are  set  out  in  the  table  on  page  12. 


Condemned  Meat  and  Offals 

All  the  condemned  meat  and  offals  were  collected  from  the  abattoir  by 
approved  Contractors. 


Samples  taken  under  Section  3,  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938 

The  following  samples  were  taken  under  the  above  Act  by  the  County 
Inspector  during  the  year: — 


Mint  Jelly 

Brandy 

Marmalade 

Bird’s  Raising  Powder 
Beef  Dripping 
Ground  Coffee 
Beef  Meat  Paste 
Stewed  Steak 
Pork  Sausages 
Sago 

SC  Ivel  Cream 
Cheese 

White  Pepper 
Saffron  Flour 
Kruschen  Salts 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
Steak  and  Kidney  Pie 
Jelly  Marmalade 
Cream  Puffs 
Curry  Powder 
Milk  (18  samples) 


> 


All  Genuine 


Pork  Sausages 


/  8%  deficient  in  meat. 
\  Warning  letter  sent. 


Food  Poisoning 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned,  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

I 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

1575 

269 

158 

6587 

6953 

— 

Number  inspected 

1575 

269 

158 

6587 

6953 

— 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci : — 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

5 

12 

13 

31 

37 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

507 

110 

1 

390 

773 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

32.5% 

45.35% 

8.86% 

6.39% 

11.64% 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

5 

5 

2 

_ 

12 

_ 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or¬ 
gan  was  con¬ 
demned 

46 

24 

127 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

3.23% 

10.78% 

1.99% 

Cysticercosis : — 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or¬ 
gan  was  con¬ 
demned 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

13 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

Generalised  and 
otally  con¬ 
demned 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 
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SECTION  ‘F’ 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  infectious  and  other  diseases 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  by  the  doctors 
during  the  year: — - 


Age 

Scarlet  Fever 
M  F 

Whooping  Cough 
M  F 

M  easles 

M  F 

Under  1  year 

—  _ 

1 

— 

1 

1-2  years 

— 

2 

1 

4 

4 

3-4  years 

—  — 

1 

- 

7 

7 

5-9  years 

1 

1 

— 

12 

21 

10-14  years  ... 

—  — 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 5-24  years  ... 

—  - 

— 

— 

— 

25  and  over... 

—  — 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

5 

2 

24 

33 

The  following  cases  were  notified  by  the  schools  during  the  year: 


School 

Measles 

Whooping 

Scarlet 

Mumps 

Chicken 

German 

Cough 

Fever 

Pox 

M  easles 

Tavistock  C.P. 

2 

9 

1 

2 

9 

1 

TaAdstock  S.M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

2 

9 

1 

2 

10 

1 

Diphtheria.  No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis.  No  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year, 
but  one  death  Avas  recorded  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  51  cases  of  Tuberculosis  remained  on  the  register, 
as  follows: — 

Pulm-  onary  N  on-p  ulmonary 

Males  .  27  Males .  3 

Females  ...  18  Females  ...  3 

Cancer  Research.  This  continued  throughout  the  year  and  some  further 
eAudence  was  accumulated. 


In  conclusion  I  would  thank  the  Chairman  and  Council  for  the  ready 
hearing  I  have  received  at  all  times,  and  the  sanitary  staff  and  others  who 
have  materially  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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